
1. How do you develop your own style?

I am inspired by paper and fabric and I let the material inform 
my style, whether that be fine Italian prints or the ‘how to eat 
a lobster’ placemat under my dinner.

2. If a good friend were to describe your style, what would he or she say?

Bright, colorful, quirky.



4. What is your background?

In college I studied photography (and children’s literature) at 
Hampshire College and The Paris Photographic Institute. After 
undergrad I went back for more (thinking that I really needed a 
skill that could get me a job) and earned my Masters in Art 
Education. It’s been a fun road since then. I taught high school 
art for many years, first in the Chicago Public Schools than at 
a private school in Rhode Island. 7 years ago my husband and I 



made a leap of faith, moved to Maine and decided to try making 
careers out of our passions (photography and bookbinding for me, 
brewing for him). My dual passions for photography and 
bookbinding keep me busy and complement each other better than I 
could have imagined. Photography has been my love for as long as 
I can remember and it’s how I engage the world around me. 
Bookbinding satisfies my desire to make functional objects that 
people can hold and manipulate. It also keeps my design oriented 
brain entertained.

5. How does your early work differ from what you are doing now?

The obvious answer to how my early work differs from what I am 
doing now is technique. The deeper I go into bookbinding, the 
more I am confident and happy with my technical skills. This 
year I have been challenging myself to make an artist book - 
books with my own content - every month. This has been a hefty 
and welcome challenge for me as the vast majority of books I 
bind are blank. When approaching my new artist book every month 
I think about finding my own voice within the book form and how 
I want to include writing and illustrations (both from the 
technical side and the narrative perspective). Come by my booth 
at Fiber College to see what I’ve done so far! (“The Flora of 
Your Colon” pictured below)



6. What project has given you the most satisfaction and why?

Maybe it’s my teacher training, but I love assignments! I have 
several stores and galleries that sell my books and ask for 
themes - from birds to retro-funky. I love that. I also do a 
fair amount of custom books and I love working other people’s 
ideas into my style. Collaboration rocks.



7. Tell us about your studio and how you work.

My studio space is a bit in flux at the moment. We moved last 
fall and purchased a lovely house attached to a barn. My current 
studio is in the house but I have HUGE plans for the barn. 
Please come chat with me about insulation, plumbing and heating! 

As for work habits, I happen to be one of those people who is 
highly self-motivated (and miserable at relaxing). I usually 
start working in the studio early, first with NPR and coffee and 
then a good mix tape and water. I love that being in the studio 
allows me to stand and move around while working and that every 
day is a little different. I am also very grateful to have a 
sassy rescue mutt who reminds me to take walks and snuggle 
breaks throughout the day. (Blackbird in background, her BFF 
Juno in front.)



8. Where do you imagine your work in five years?

Imagining my work in five years is tricky. I’ve learned over the 
past years to keep an open mind and take every opportunity I 
can. I’d sort of prefer to not imagine 5 years down the road and 
let it take me where it will. That being said, I know there are 
many years ahead of hard work and good creative challenges. 



9. At a party, how do you introduce yourself in response to the inevitable question: “so 
what do you do?”

I recently made an artist book titled “Don’t Ask”. One side of 
the accordion book has questions I wish people would ask when 
making polite conversation. On the flip side are questions I 
wish they wouldn’t, including “What do you do?” It’s taken me 
years of practice to not squirm in my seat when people ask me 
this because the answer of ‘artist’, ‘bookbinder’ and 
‘photographer’ often draw blank stares. I’ve learned that I need 
to follow up quickly with entertaining examples of what an 
artist does with their days. And I am delighted to meet people 
who realize that books where once all handmade, or have original 
art hanging in their house. I am also happy to kindly educate. 
And if you catch me two gin and tonics in to the evening, I will 
tell you I’m a book maker...at which point people either slowly 
back away or attempt to place a bet. 

10. What is your dream project?

The next one.

11. What wouldn't you do without?



Being creative everyday, a supportive husband, a walk in the woods, and food from the 
garden.

12. What kind of creative patterns, routines or rituals do you have?

The most valuable thing I’ve learned as an artist and about the only creative pattern I’ve 
I trust is that you have to make A LOT, consistently, to get what you want. Creativity 
takes time, practice and patience. The short way of saying this, and something I firmly 
believe in, is that you have to make a lot of crap before you get something good. 


